Difficulty levels grid

For this GCSE Music qualification, pieces identified as level 4 are identified as ‘standard’;
above this (level 5 and above) pieces are ‘more difficult” and below this (levels 1-3) they are
‘less difficult’. Students selecting pieces of music up to difficulty level 2, should be advised
that to do so will mean that they are only able to access specific levels and marks in
assessment grid 1 (Technique). Pieces at pre-difficulty level 1 are restricted to level 1 of the
assessment grid. Pieces at difficulty level 1 are restricted to level 2 of the assessment grid
and pieces at difficulty level 2 are restricted to level 3 of the assessment grid. Pieces at
difficulty level 3 and above can access the complete grid.

Raw mark Less difficult | Standard | More difficult

1 1 1 2
2 2 3 3
3 3 4 5
4 a4 5 6
5 5 6 8
6 6 8 9
7 7 9 11
8 8 10 12
9 9 11 14
10 10 13 15
11 11 14 17
12 12 15 18
13 13 16 20
14 14 18 21
15 15 19 23
16 16 20 24
17 17 21 26
18 18 23 27
19 19 24 29
20 20 25 30
21 21 26 30
22 22 28 30
23 23 29 30
24 24 30 30




